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CONFIDENTIAL EC BRUSSELS 01362 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, EEC 

SUBJECT: EASTERN EUROPEAN INTEREST IN FISHING IN EC WATERS 
REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 1273 (NOTAL), (B) WARSAW 910 

1 . A BRITISH PERMDEL OFFICIAL INFORMED US IN CONFIDENCE 

THAT MINISTER OF SOVIET EMBASSY SEMYONOV YESTERDAY TOLD THE 
U.K. FOREIGN OFFICE IN LONDON THAT SOVIET FISHERY MINISTER 
ISHKOV HAS BEEN NAMED TO HEAD THE DELEGATION WHICH IS 
READY TO COME TO BRUSSELS ON FEBRUARY 15 FOR FISHERY NEGO- 
TIATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BRITISH RESPONSE OF 
FEBRUARY 7 TO THE INITIAL SOVIET OFFER TO NEGOTIATE. COM- 
MISSION SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED THAT COREPER IS CONSIDERING 
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THIS RESPONSE IN ITS MEETING TODAY. WHILE IT WILL RESPOND 
AFFIRMATIVELY, FEBRUARY 15 IS NOT AGREEABLE BECAUSE OF THE 
SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL. 

2. ALTHOUGH IT APPEARS TO BE NOT REPEAT NOT GENERALLY 
KNOWN, EVEN IN THE C COMMISSION, A POLISH EMBASSY 
OFFICER AND A FRENCH PERMDEL SOURCE TOLD US THAT 
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POLAND AND THE GDR BOTH OFFERED TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE 
UK ON BEHALF OF THE EC MEMBER STATES AT THE TIME THEY 
SUBMITTED THEIR APPLICATIONS TO THE UK FOR FISHING 
LICENSES. THE POLISH EMBOFF ATTRIBUTED THIS TO THE 
FACT THAT BY REPLYING TO THE EC PRESIDENCY TO OPEN 
NEGOTIATIONS LATER THAN THE USSR, POLAND AND THE GDR 
WERE BOTH ABLE TO RESPOND TO THE UK JANUARY 28 REQUEST 
FOR FISHING LICENSE APPLICATIONS. HINTON 
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